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abstract: The argument of whether recreational hunting is justified in the modern era is a
controversial issue, with pros and cons being espoused by both sides of the argument. Through
applying a sociological theory that looks to analyse the interaction and relationship between the
environment and the people who inhabit it, it will be argued that the position one takes on hunting
is a reflection of their ecological habitus on the macro-level and the desire to satisfy emotional
needs on the individual level. By first outlining the historical context of hunting within in New
Zealand, as well as defining the basic concepts of ecological habitus, it will be demonstrated that
hunting attitudes are influenced by identification with a national kiwi identity, one s environmental
location and type of capital possessed. Furthermore, it will be shown that those who choose to hunt
can be categorised into three general groups, with all displaying similar underlying themes. In...
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